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Municipalities Stand Up to Protect Drinking Water

Holland, Bethlehem, and Byram Councils Pass Resolution Opposing Hydraulic Fracturing 
Three municipalities have called on state and federal regulators to oppose the controversial natural gas drilling technique of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, in the Delaware River Basin out of concerns for safety and impacts to water quality and quantity in the Basin.  The Township Councils in Holland, Bethlehem, and Byram adopted resolutions this month urging the Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) and state and federal legislators to protect the region’s precious natural resources, including the drinking water supply for approximately 3 million New Jersey residents.  
<Quote>

The resolutions called on the DRBC to adopt strong regulations for natural gas development to prevent pollution and avoid degradation of the water resources and ecosystems of the watershed.  

The Council also urged  New Jersey’s Congressional representatives to co-sponsor the Fracturing Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals Act, H.R. 1084/ S. 587 (FRAC Act), a bill that would repeal the exemption of hydraulic fracturing from the Safe Drinking Water Act and require gas companies to disclose the chemicals used in fracking. 
Byram and Bethlehem passed resolutions supporting a New Jersey state-wide ban on natural gas development utilizing hydraulic fracturing.  Bill S2576 would implement such a ban and has already been introduced in the New Jersey Legislature and released by the Senate Environment and Energy Committee. The Holland Township Committee called for a moratorium on fracking until several federal studies are complete.  

<Quote>  

Drilling for natural gas in the Marcellus Shale involves horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing. This requires mixing millions of gallons of water from the Delaware River and its tributaries, up to 9 million gallons of water per well, with toxic chemicals including volatile organic chemicals and carcinogens like benzene, methyl benzene, and formaldehyde. The process also releases naturally occurring toxic chemicals like arsenic and mercury that are trapped in the shale deposits but return to the surface in the wastewater. 
Drilling in New York and Pennsylvania will have direct impacts on the Delaware River’s recreational and economic value and New Jersey’s drinking water. The Delaware River provides drinking water for 15 million people, approximately 3 million New Jersey residents.  The River also supplies water to major pharmaceutical and food processing industries in the state, including Campbell’s Soup and J&J.  New Jersey cities like Trenton, Phillipsburg and many South Jersey towns rely on the river for clean, plentiful drinking water. New Jersey will also be impacted by a number of proposed natural gas pipelines, infrastructure needed to export the gas from the Marcellus Shale region to markets in New York City and Long Island.  Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company is currently expanding an existing pipeline in the northern Highlands and has submitted permit applications to the DEP for additional loops in Montague, Wantage, West Milford, Ringwood, and Mahwah.  Williams Gas Company plans to expand the Transco pipeline in Union, Clinton, and Readington Townships later this year.  
<Quote> 
